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Eing favoor'd with the perufal of theſe Pe 


| Toung Man was a promiſing Branch; I am witli ng 


0 ſay, with what Pleaſure I Read thew, and 10 
N . ibem to thoſe of the riſing Generati- 
cen among us, for whoſe real Service, and Benefit 
ti 2bey are deſigned. 

It was an 0b/ervable Method. which both cur 


Bleſſed Lord, and his Apeſtles ſometimes 70k ; 


FE jo Preach a Sermon Art, and 5 Work a Ma- | 
racle, for the Confirmation of it; Or to Work 4 
| Miracle firſt, and then Preach . 4 Sermon, for 


the Improvement of it Miracles are now cear'd, 


| bat ( Bleſſed. be God) Preachang. is not, nor the 
Power of the Spirit, Confirming, the Word by 
| _ following, of ! Nature. Du Ber woe 


pers in Manuſcript, by meant of my Ac» 
il guaintance with that Famiiy, of which this Pious 


. I0o the Reader. 
here a very Pathetical, Serious Sermon; deſign'd 


to Engage all Young People, and particularly the 
Children of Godly Parents, to be betimes Religi- 


ous : And you haue horse joyn d with it, a Bright 


and Eminent Example of early Piety, and that 
too a Miracle of Divine Grace, which the Sermon 
both gives the Improvement of, and receives Con- 
firmation from. 


How Power ful the Influence of bad Examples 1 


is, to C orrupt and Debauch, we ſee Daily: 1 am 


willing to hope, that this, and other the like gau 
Examples, may hape a Happy Influence upon fame, i 
by the Grace of God, to provoke them to a Holy 
Emulation, and may ſerve both as the plaineſt 
Directions, and ſtrongeſt Perſwaſroes to all the 
Inſtances of ſerious Godlineſs; for it is not 1. 1 

0 0 of any Pari), that this is intended to ſcrue, 
but that ef Pure Religion, only wnmixed ane 


\ 


undefiled before God and the Father. A. 


The Reflections which this Thinking, Praying | 
Vuth made upon bis own Life, then, when he 
had but a few Years to reflect upon; are here gi- 
ven you as they ought to be, in their own natiuẽ 
Plarnneſs, and Godly Simplicity; and tho conſi- 


dered in themſelves, there may be thought nothing 


Extraordinary in them, that they ſhould deſerve | 


to be Publiſp d; yet loo d upon, as coming from | 


one of Sixteen or Seventeen Tears of Age, they 


are really uncommon, and upon that Account one | 
may 75 will be the more taken notice of by | 


thoſe of that Age -. And to a good Chriſtian, one 
truly Pious Thought, is worth Ten Fine Thoughts, 


And 
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To the Reader. | 
And the Publiſhing of them, may help to make 
ſome little amends, for the mighty Laſs we fl 
Aained by the Death of One, that uur ie likely 1 
have been ſerviceable to hit Generation, "Nap, 
They may ſerve for a Copy to the Ripeſt and Old. 
eſt Chriſtians, and may ſhame mary that have 


doubled and trebied his Tears, and yet are not ſo 


well acquainted as he was with their own Spirits, 
The Book which that Learned, and Verituous Em- 

eror Marcus Antoninus, Wrote eis £au]oy, Con- 
cerning himſelf; and to himſelf are very Values 


ble Pieces of Antiqaity. And we ſhou'd all find 


our Hearts better, if we did more frequently re- 

tire into them, and our Lives better, if we did 

more frequently reflect upon them. 
Perhaps, if there were ſuch a Collellian of the 


# moſt Remarkable Inſtances of Devotion, in thoſe 


that were about the Age of this Youngs Man, bub 
which have been Publiſhed, and which might be 


gathered up from Credible Reports, as there is of 


thoſe in the Earlier Age, by Mr. White, ia bis 
Little Book for little Children, and Mr. Jane- 
way in his Token for Children; it might be gs 
uſeful, in its kind, as theſe have been to the Age 
or which they were Calculated. Sr. John Writes 
diſtin{tly to Little Children, and to Young Mer, 
x fool 2.13, Ih. © 
That God by his Grace, would make the next 
Generation, Wiſer and Better than this, and 
Qualiſy many to be a Seed to ſerve Chriſt, that 
from the Womb of the Morning he may have 
the Dew of their Youth, and the Church the 
| Bleſſed 
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To the Reader. 5 ö 


Blessed Frans of that Dew, through à long Day, 
end that tbe Firſt Ripe- fruits which our Soul de. 
fire may not be Nipt, as bere they were in the 
Bloſſom, is the Deſire, and Prayer, of 


og 


4. N A Hearty Well- wiſher, to the 
Rifing Generation. 


Cheſter, | S py 
| Merch 1, 1710- &. 
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Mr. RICHARD 1 


BROTHER 


TO THE. 


DECEAS' D. 


S I R, 


E | I Have at your Requeſt, ventur'd Abroad into 


the World, Your Dear Brother's Funeral 


Sermon, and the Minutes of his Life, left un- 


der his own Hand: Tho I am ſenlible * the whole 


Work is too plain, for a Curious, and too ſeri- 


ous, for a Vain Age. 

It is not indeed all; yet all I can well Col- 
let; It being Wrote i in Characters, and for his 
own Private uſe; with Secret References. 

I doubt not, but it will be very grateful to 
you, tho not in its perfection: And I am ſure 
if it be as Affecting to others, as to my ſelf, it 
cant fail of being conſiderably Uſeful. 

One thing I am willing to take this Opportu- 
nity to mind you of : That you are now the laſt 
Remain of a very Religious Race, on * 

de 


The Dedication. . 
fide, and Mothers ſide Religious: Which, tis 
ealy to Trace thro" many Generations. May 
you Live to Propagate ſerious Piety yet further, 
and may it deſcend to the utmoſt Date of the 
Family. For, twould be very unhappy, if that 
Family ſhould ever run Dregs., which hath. been 
ſuch a Spring af pure and. Cheyſtalline Stiramt. 

That the Divine Providence may direct you, 
and the Ge of God h yen, in thar Poſt in 
which. you may beſt anſwer. he Charactet of 4 
the Holy Sced, called forth, and now left alone 
to Serve the Lord Jeſus: Is the ſincere Wiſh of il 
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PSA 22,30. : 


A Seed ſhall ſerue bim, it ſhall be accounted t6 
the Lord for a Generation, 


| Am called forth this Day to hard ſervice, to very 
WM hard ſervice; to Preach a Funeral Sermon for one of 

my own Family, planted here as my own from his 
A Infancy, I muſt acknowledge it to the Praiſe of the 
Goodneſs of God, that this is the firſt Life I have loſt in 
near Thirty Years attendance upon the Education of 
X Youth; and a very precious, and valuable Lite is loſt + 

it is fo in it ſelf, mu more abundantly to Me; A Reli- 


dious Branch of a Religious Family is cut off: A gracious 
Branch of Glorify'd Parents is returned to the Root; of 
== whom I have often thought and ſaid, © When 1 am ſi- 


b ; ' © Ienc'd in the Duſt, and ſhall ſpeak no more in the 
Name of the. Lord, he will arife, and be the Lords 


| | © Meſſenger, and a skilful, and acceptable One; Of 
whom all that knew him have been ready to ſay, This is 


3 | the Seed of the Righteous, that is riſing up to ſerve the 
Lord Jeſus : But by a ſurprizing ſtroke he is commanded 
home; A Seed prepar'd on Earth to ſerve his Lord in 


4 { 2 better place, Little did I think of doing this ſervice 
for him, of whom I might rather have expected it; but 


Ls ſpeaketh) they reſt together in the Duſt, But it is fti 


are cut off, they are gone down to the Bars of the Pit ( as 


ve only gueſs like poor Fallible Mev, Alas ! our JE 
L 


Aà Seed to ſerve the Lord, tho? not in this Generation, yet 


in a more glorious Station. 
4 Seed ſhall ſerve him, 
This is an Evangelick Pſalm, as is manifeſt by ſeveral 


7 paſſages in it : wherein we. have an Account of the 
& Sufferings of Chriſt, and the Glorious Iffue and Effect 


thereof ; that he ſhall have a Seed to ſerve him, both 
Fews and Gentiles ſhall be Converted to him. The E- 
„ B vangelick 


2 The Holy SEED. 


vangelick Pſalmiſt fpeaks of the Jews, and their Seed, 
verſe 23. Praiſe him all the ſeed of Fatob,” and fear him ull 
the ſeed of Iſrael. You, and Yours ſubmit to the -Meſfpah, 
He ſpeaks ver. 27. of the Gentile Believers and their 
Seed. All the ends of the Earth ſhall remember and turn un- 
to the Lord, and all the Kindreds of the Nations ſhall Worſhip 
before thee, d&cc. and then adds. A Seed ſhall ſerve BIN, 
it ſhall be accounted to the Lord for 'a Generation. i. e. 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall have a Seed chat ſhall ſerve 
him, and this Seed ſhall be moſtly rais'd out of Religi- 
eus Gentile Familys; and continued: in all Generations, 
which are the Doctrinal Truths of this Verſe: The Sub- 
jets of Chriſts Kingdom are chiefly the Gentile Belie- 
vers, and their Poſlerity. Their Work and Duty is to 
ſerve the Lord Jeſus; their Honour and A is | 
that they are deſigned to be the Inſtruments of Tranſ- 4 
mitting Religion to the Generations to come. 4 
Here then we muſt conſider, 5 | 
1 That the Lord Feſus Chrift ſhall have a Seed, 
2. That this Seed ſhall: ſerve him, | 0 ni 
3. That this Seed that ſhall ſerve the Lord, ſhall be raiſed 
moſtly from the Poſterity of Gentile Believers, | 3 
4. That there ſhall be a Succeſſion of ſuck a Seed in all Ge- 
nerations. bite Ds 19905 9 
1. Gen, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath had in all Ages, 
and ſhall have @ Seed. This is a very comfortable Truth, 
the Gates of Hell cannot prevail; if ſome are cut 
off from the Land of the Living, others ſhall Atiſe to 
ferve the Lord Jeſus. Pſal. 87. 5. of Zion it ſhall be ſaid; 
this and that Man was born in her, all Ages ſhall produce 
ſome Serious Holy Believers, and the higheſt himſelf ſhall _ 
8 1 the Almighty will ſecure a gracious Succeſ- | 
os. For. .- | 1 BY 
1 The Father bath promiſed and given to the Son # 
Seed to ſerve him, Be came into the World with this 
Aſſurance from Infinite Truth and Love, Iſa, 53. 11. That 
be ſhould ſee his feed, the Travail of his Soul, and be ſatisfied, 
aud divide the ſpoil with the ftrong. This was the Original 
Contract betwixt the Father and the Son, upon his un- 
dertaking the great, and glorious Work of Redemption. 
My dcar Son if thou wilt Interpoſe, and make up the 
2 8 c Breach 
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"The Holy SEED. 


| + Breach between me and the poor Sinner, by pouring 


ec out thy Soul unto Death; believe Me, thon ſhalt not 
6 loſe thy Labour, I give thee, I promife thee a Seed 


2 | © to full Content, Igwe thee my Divine Word and af- 


te ſurance for it; ſome thou fhalt be certain of as a Seed 
© to ſerve thee in all Ages, to the end of the World, 
A Bleſſed Covenant! an Elect Seed! Eternally happy 
Souls that are of this number. | 


XR. The Father of Mercies will never deceive his dear 


Son; he is faithful, and will exactly fulfil bis Promife. 


I The Lord Jeſus Chriſt fo prizeth the Fathers Gift, thar 


he will not loſe any part of it. He ſpeaks of this with 
great Admiration, Heb. 2. 13. Rehold, I, and the children 


4 | that God bath given me! Am:zing Grace! that amidſt the 
| fiery Oppoſition that is made to Chriſt, and the Chriſfan 


Religion, any ſnould be Born to him; but the pleaſnre of 
the Lord, which is the pleaſure of his Soul, ſhall profper 
in his hands: with what delight hath he exprefſs'd him- 


ſelt: John 6. 37, All that the Father hath given me, fball 
come to me, and him that cometh to me I will in no wife caft 
ut. q. d. I am perſwaded that my Father will raiſe me 
2 Seed, as he hath aſſured me: And I am reſolved with 
the greateſt Concern to regard and preſerve my Fathers 
Gift. By no means in the World ſhall they be neglected. 
For indeed 


2. The Son himſelf hath dearly purchaſed a S ed *Y 


I | ſerve him, He Travail'd with Death to bring forth a 
RE [Chriſtian Seed: What Pangs, and Throws, and Ago- 


nies, did he undergo to bring forth living Children? 
The Father hath given his dear Son a Seed, but he muſt 


X firſt redeem them to himſelf from the Grave, and Hell; 


He muſt reſcue them out of the hand of the Devourer, 
which he hath effected by a mighty and bloody Victory 
over all the powers of Darkneſs; having accompliſh'd 


tis, he is gone to Heaven to make his Claim, which 
3 we find he began on Earth. Jahn 17. Righteons Father 


© fulſil now thy promiſe te thine own dear Son, who 
have finiſh'd my work. I now with ſubmiſſion demand 
© a ſeed on Earth to ſerve me; and tis my will they 
© ſhould ſee my Glory too, holy Father I commendthem 
all to thine infinite Grace. £77.90 Ot Sal 

| Da 2. The 


2 — — a 
——— 4 . — — = — — — - | 
— ES — 
as an +8 — — ö 
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2. The Father and Son have put it into the hands 
of the bleſſed Spirit, to prepare this Seed; and whilſt 
an Infinite and Almighty Spirit hath the Management, 
the Seed cannot fail. Satan cannot hinder it, he muſt 
fall as Lightning before him. He will eafily divide 2 
portion with the ftrong, for who can reſiſt an Infinite Deity, 
The work is not lett to the lubricous, corrupt will of 
Men, nor to the weakneſs of Miniſters, tis put into 
better hands, into the hands of the Son and the Spirit. 
£ Son look to thy Seed, thy ſelf, and let the eternal 
e Spirit ferve under thee. | Thus their Names are wrote 
in the Lambs Book of Life before the Foundation of the World, 
Thus the Holy Seed is ſecured, being the Gift and Charge 
of the Father ; the Purchaſe and Charge of the Son ; 


the Work and Charge of the Sparit. 


This is the Seed. 

2, Gen, This Seed ſhall ſerve the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
they are promis'd, purchas'd, rais'd, defign'd and pre- 
par'd {or this Service, To ſerve Chriſt, is to attend on 
him in the Solemmities of his Worſhip, and to advance 
his Glory and Intereſt in our ſeveral Places and Relations, 
and all from ſanctify'd Principles. The great Springs of 
Devotion are active Love, filial Fear, Faith unfained, 
and a firm Reliance on the Grace of Chriſt, Amor. meus 
pondus meum, &c, by theſe the Choſen Seed are mov'd in 
their Sphere of Duty, I ſhall thereſore Conſider in their 
Scriptural, and Eſſential Characters, their gracious Conſti- 


tution, and then their Spiritual Operations in their full 


Extent and Scope. : 
1. The Characters of the Choſen Seed we meet with 
in Scrip: ure, are fuch astheſe. They are a holy, Godly 
Seed, a good, right, chriſtian Seed, and a praying, choſen 
Seed: Very glorious Titles, and gracious Characters. 
In Iſa. 6. 13. They are called the hely ſeed. A very 
Divine Character. Holy they ſhould be, as their Lord 
is holy; their Hearts, their Lives, their Duties, their 
Relations holy. All holy, holy in all manner of Con- 
verſation, and Godlineſs. This Holy Seed is the Subſtance 
of the Church of God, As the Sap, and Spirits are the 
very Liſe of the Tree, hence it ſprings, and flouriſheth, 
hence is its Growth, and Continuance: when it fails, it wi- 


wel 


Te hee - =@— 
| chers and dy's: thus are their Children holy, 1. Cor. 7, 
EE 5 In Matt. 13. 24. They are called the good Seed. A 


l very ſweet and pleaſant Name. A Seed free from prevail- 
ing Corruptions, fit for Production and Increaſe ; for pre- 
(ent and for future Supply; the very hope of a full Crop, 

and plentiful Harveſt. The Choſen Seed ſhould be of a 


very tender and merciful Diſpoſition, whoſe Ambition and 
Aim ſhould be to be good, and do good, and thus tranſmit 
X Goodneſs yet further with good Increaſe. | 
In Mal. 2. 15. They are called the Godly Seed, A No- 
ble, Excellent, Godlike Seed, of God, and for God, rai- 
ſed by the Power of God, to Promote Godlineſs, and 
to Continue a Godly Seed in the World, whoſe Care 
2X muſt be to live to God, and to die to God, that whether 
X living or dying, they may be the Lord's, and leave be- 
hind them not a Spurious, but a Godly Poſterity. 
In Fer. 2. 21. They ate called a Right Seed, wholly a 
Right Seed, upright in themſelves, and prepar d for the 
Propogation of an upright Generation, Their Hearts 
right, and their Services ſo. No Cheats nor Pretenders, 
XX I1/raelites indeed, in whom there is no Guile; noble Plants, 
that give a fair Proſpect ofa Holy Poſterity: though too 
many prov'd degenerate Ones, who inſtead of propoga- 
ting Religion, propagated Vice, and Immorality, and 
dolatry, Ten-thouſand Pities! | 

They are repreſented in Heb. 2. 13. as a Chriſtian Seed, 
the Likeneſs of their Lord, as Children the Likeneſs of 
their Parents, Pertakers of the Nature, and Temper of 


mu oi I w,. 


MF =. wu 


3 the holy Jeſus, and conformed to his holy Life. Theſe 


h 

„are the Children of the Kingdom: the Goſpel Kingdom, 
» deſigned for Promoters and Propagaters of it. 
I.! hey are repreſented as a Praying Seed. Prayer is the 
y PNatural Language of the Spiritual Seed. Abba Father 
d are the firſt Words they learn to ſpeak, This is the Genera- 
r tion of them that ſeek thee, Fſ. 24. 6, And the Seed of Fa- 
cob ſhall not ſeek in vain. | 


IV. A Choſen Seed, 1. Pet. 2. g. choſen of God as 
3 Jacob of old, the Children of Facob his choſen, choſen thro' 
x Grace to ſerve the Lord, and to propagate a Seed to ſerve 


3 5 2. Which 


5 The Holy S EE D. 
2. Which Seed is called forth to ſerve: the Lord Jeſus 
in their private Capacities; in their Generation; in the 
Church of God; and ſome in the Miniſtry. This is the 
Sphere in which they are appointed to move. Their 
fexvice begins. | | +<..: 

1. In their private Capacities, This implys perſonal De- 
votion, and a truly Chriſtian Converſation, *Tis never | 
right till the way to our Cloſets is as a beaten Road, and 
our daily Walk. Tis never right till it may be ſaid * 
of our Houſes, the Church ot God in their Houſe, * 
And how much will a regular Life that is a Tranſcript of 
Chriſt's own, adorn a Religions Cloſer, and Family > 
whereas a looſer Converſation belies all the perſonal Be- 


votion. ? | ..- 
The Holy Seed are appointed to maintain perſonal, in 
order to Family Religion; without the former the later 
muſt neceſſarily drop; and both in order to ſupport it. 
2. In their Generation, Which implies their fixing in 
fome Lawful Calling, and advancing the Intereſt of 
Chriſt. whatever in them lies, in the World. We may 
ferve Chriſt in any Lawful Calling if we are Prudent, 
Careful and Holy therein, and ſome ſuch Calling all 
ſhould apply themſelves to, and abide therein according 
to the advice of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 7. 20. Where tis 
for ever determined, that the Chriftian Religion doth 
not diſpenfe with an Idle, Unprofitable Life; which 
mult be a diſparagement to Religion its ſelf; but com- 
mands a conltant Attendance in ſome honeſt Vocation; 
wherein we muſt labour to advance the Truth, and 
Power and Glory of Chriſtianity, ſerving God and owe 
Generation. Thus ſhonld the Holy Seed arife and Bnild. 
As the Prophet predicts Iſa, 27. 6. Thoſe that come of Facob i 
ſhould take Root, and bloſſom and bud, and fill tbe face of the 
Earth with fruit, To promote this it is neceſſary to fix 
themſelves. 33:2 1:47, 80 
3. In the Church of God, By a conſtant attendance up- 
on all tne Ordinances there, ard Incorporating themſelves 
as Members with ſome Religious Society, Our Saviour 
hath given us bis Example, and the Spirit of God hath 
given us an Account of the Primitive Converts, that they 
were added to the Church, and continued in Prayer to- 
WF: gether, 
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ether, and in their Goſpel Ordinances. Thus the Phi- 
lofopher diredts prace wile This . Publick At- 
tendances are the chiefelt 3 theſe moſtly reſemble Hea- 
Fen, that General Aſſembly: Theſe moſt promote the Hos 
Four of God, and the Intereſt of Religion in the World: 
hriſt is glorify'd, when his Word is carefully heard, 
hen his Sabbaths are Religiouſly obſerved, when his 


Rcmn Aſſembly frequented, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
ighted when his Inſtitutions are flighted ; he is oppoſed 
hen his Ordinances are oppoſed, The Glory the Fa- 
her expects through Chriſt, according to the Apoſtle 
Eb. 3. 21. is from, and in the Church, | 
This is foretold concerning the Holy Seed 1/2. 66. 23. 
hat from one Sabbath to another they ſhall come and worſhip be- 
Pre the Lord in his holy Mount. i. e. in a fixed, ſtated manner 
hall bring their Offerings unto the Lord in à clean Veſſel. 
Thus all Governments are maintain'd and promoted by 
ed Societies, The very Nature of the thing requires 
is of the choſen Seed, as they deſire to plant the Go- 
el, and propagate a Goſpel Religion: Hence tis neceſ- 
that ſome of the Hopeful and Godly Seed ſhould 
*ZErve the Lord Jeſus. | 
4. In the Miniſtry, For what Society can ſubſiſt with- 
ut Rated Officers? It would be a ſtrange Family with- 
ut a Head: A ſtrange Government without a Gover- 
Four: A ſtrange Kingdom and no Ruler: A ftrange 
Flock and no Shepherd. God hath appointed his Offi- 
bers out of the Promiſed Seed. This was foretold 1/a. 
1. 5. The Gentile ſtrangers ſhall feed their flocks, and the 
n of the Alien ſhall be their Plemmen, and Vinedreſſers, 
WF hich is explained, Chap. 66. 21. I will take of them for 
Pries and for Levites ſaith the Lord, To ſerve God in the 
Miniſtry is the higheſt and hardeſt piece of Service. It 
s to be Embaſſadors of Chriſt, and Fellow-labourers with 
5 angels; to be Pars in the right hand of Chriſt: This is 
1 preat Honour, but it requires double Service: that of 
Private Chriſtians, and that of publick Officers; who of 
ll are moſt expoſed to Apoſtate Spirits, and the ſcorn 
pf ſinſul Men: But the double Honour of this, and the 
eternal World ſwallow up all the Difficulties, and Trou- 
„Ples of the Miniſtry, 3. Gen. 
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« The Holy S EE. 
This is the Work of the choſen Seed. < +3 
3 Gen, This Seed is deſigned to be chiefly, and mainly 
rais'd out of the Poſterity of the Righteous, This 1s | 
very comfortable, and muſt be a very pleaſing Doctrine 
to Religious Parents, who have moſt at Heart the Spiri- 
tual welfare, and Eternal Happineſs of theirs ; to be In- 
ſtruments of raiſing up a Seed for Chriſt, and to prepare 
a Seed for Heaven, is high Honour now, and will be 2 
Crown of Glory at laſt. Happy, happy Parents whoſe 7 
Famiiies are Chriſts, and whoſe Children are Gods o-, 
Wheſe Seed ſhall be accounted to the Lord for a Generation, 
1* This is the more general Interpretation of the Text, 
and that of the moſt Learned Expolitors, Pofteritas Cre- 
dentium Eorum Poſteri Their Seed ſhall ſerve him, and 
tis ſeems the moſt natural ſenſe of the Words, The 
Pſalmiſt in the precedent Verſes is ſpeaking of Gentile i 


Believers, and ads, a Seed ſhall ſerve him. If it be de- 


manded what Seed? whoſe Seed? the direct Anſwer is, 
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the Seed of the Gentile Believers, of whom he was 


- 


\ 
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ſpeaking, as he was of the Jews and their Seed v. 23; 
q. d. The Jews and their Seed called and choſen f 
God for a Generation above all People to bear the 
* Name of God (as Deut. 10. 15,) I foreſee will fail 
© thro' their Unbelief : but the Meſſiah ſhall not want 
ce a Seed. For in the Room of the Jews and their Seed, 
<« the Gentiles ſhall ariſe, and their Seed, who ſhall be 
ct accounted to the Lord for a Generation, Out of theſe 
& God will raiſe his Church moſtly. C 

2. This Interpretation ſuits exactly with other Scri- 
pture Promiſes. One Text of Scripture beſti Explains another. 
In many other places where the Seed is ſpoke of, that 
ſhall ariſe and Serve the Lord, tis plainly meant of the 


to the Analogy of Faith, ſeems the moſt genuine Sence 
of the Pſalmiſt. I ſhall quote a few places both in the 
Old and New Teſtament, which give Light to this Text, 

*F1s ſaid 1/2. 65, 23. ſpeaking ot the Gentiles, They are 
the ſeed of the bl efſed of the Lord, and their offspring with th em; 7 . 
3. e. their Children.  Blefſcd Parents and Bleſſed Chil- 
dren | Iſa. 44. 3. I will pour my ſpirit on thy ſeed and my 

Bleſſing ufon thy offspring, q. d. If you believe in my 


1 
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. Son, You and your Offspring ſhall be my Holy People. 
Iy RX This is the ſeed the Lord hath Bleſſed. It was foretold in the 
10 1 Old Teſtament. Iſa. 55. 3. As an Encouragement to the 


ne © | Gentiles to believe in the Meſſiah, that God would make 
i- with them as everlaſting Covenant, even the ſure Mercies of 
n- David. q. d. As fare as David and his Seed had the Throne 
re of Iſrael Aſcertained to them, from Generation to Ge- 
4 neration, unleſs by their wiltul Apoſtacy from God, they 


fe cut off the Fntail : ſo certainly would a gracious God 
n, own the Believing Gentiles, as well as Jews, and their 
Seed for ever; unleſs by their Unbelief they prevented 
xt, themſelves; All which ſeems confirmed As 2. 38. The 
re- Promiſe is to you and your Children, and to as many as the 


nd Tord our God ſhall call, 1. e. To the Gentiles equaliy as to 


he the Jews. Abraham's Natural Seed, and Abraham's Spi- 

ile ritual Seed, are both to be accounted to the Lord for a 

je. Generation. The Golden Line of Grace ſhall run on. 

5 | the God of Abraham, Iſaac and Fatob: So the God of 
1 ofpel Believers, and their Seed and Seed's Seed. 


Believers, are frequently expreſſed by the Names of 1/- 
d, vrael and Jacob, therefore as the Jewiſh, ſo the Goſpe! 
be zhurch muſt be moſtly maintained by Believers Poſte- 
= 4 This Interpretation agrees exactly with that Repre- 
ſentation of the Church of God we have in Scripture. 
It is called a Kingdom, a Family, now *tis the Children 
in both, that are the main ſupports of both: Theſe are 
he the hopes of 3 and Families; thus they are pro- 
> pagated; if theſe fail, Kingdoms and Families muſt 
ns quickly fail too. In the 1 Pex. 2. 9. the Gentile Belie- 
vers are called a choſen Generation, and a holy Nation as 


he the Jews were, whoſe Children were the ſupport of 
AT their Nation, and the Propagatory-Seed of the Church, 
wa FJ. And to conclude, The Experience of all Chriſtians 
111. clearly evidenceth this Truth. Pray, how is the Church 


of God moſtly maintained; is it not raiſed out of Religi- 
ous Families: Tell me, how 8 hath been in youx Days? 
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The Diſpenſations of Grace in the Church of God, are 
good Interpreters of the Promiſes of Grace made to the 
Church of God. The Operations of Grace. are anſwerable to the 
Promiſes of Grace. Muſt not that be the meaning of the 


If the Church of God be generally maintained by tlie 
offspring of Believers, it muſt be their offspring that 12 


intended in thoſe Promiſes, that ſpeak of a Seed to ſerve M 


the Lord, 


113 


What therefore hath been pleaded for, reinains a well 7 


grounded Truth,: _ _ 


\+ 3 43 $454: $995 3 22 
That the Father hath promiſed the Son a Seed to ſerve 
him; that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath Died and purcha- 
chaſed this Seed; that the Advancement thereof is in- 
truſted in the Hands of the Bleſſed Spirit; which Seed 


according to promiſe, is to be raiſed moſtiy out of the 


Poſterity of the Righteous ; and not by à new Acceſſion 
of Alien Families: But yet when the free Grace of Gd 
lays hold on any of theſe, they and theirs ſnall be c- 
counted to the Lord for a Generation. And the Defecti- 
on of ſome of the Holy Seed, can no ways contraditt | 


this Doctrine, which allows them the firſt offers of 


Grace, and afſerts that thus ordinarily the Church of d 


is maintained. 


1 29911 & 4. 4 0. « T3534 * 1 E LE 
4. Gen, And thus Laſtly, T he Church of God ſhall W 


be maintained in all Generations, Not for a few Years 


or Ages, but to the very end of Time. The Seed that 

is deſigned for the Service of Chriſt, and given to him 
of the Father, is to he gathered ont of all Ages. As ap- 
-pears from the ſacred Records, as Pſal. 45. 16, 17, I» 
fead of thy, Fathers ſhall be thy Children, i. e. In ſtead of Fa- 


* 


thers which are thine, ſhall be their Children which ſnal! 
remembred in all Generations. Ther's a Glorious Pro- 

phecy in 1/2. 49 21. As for me this is my Covenant, a 
Gracious, Evangelical Covenant. . Spirit which 5s a 


- 


.thee, and my words that I have put in thy Mouth, ſhall not * 
depart out of thy Mouth, nor out of the Mouth of thy Seed, nor 
out of the Mouth of thy Seed's Seed, ſaith the Lord, from hence 


Forth and for ever. A promiſe worthy to be wrote on every 


Heart, and to be the Motte of every Religious Fanaly 4 
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WE Let the Seed, and the Seed's Seed, learn it perfectly. Let 
= Miniſters, Parents and Children, ſindy this mighty Werd 
of Grace. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall have a Seed in all 
Ages. This was the Original Covenant. Thus 'twas 
ſettled by the Father and the Son. te root” 
| And indeed, T 
1. The Lord jeſus is worthy of a Seed in all Ages. 
It would be too little Glory to have his Seed confin d 
to One, or a few Ages. He deſerves an Eternity of Ser- 
vice, and ſurely then that of Time. If all in every Age 
were true to Chriſt, it would be beneath his Merits. 
Phe leaſt that can be thought of 1 ſome in every Age; 
that when one Generation goes oft, another may ariſe to 
ſerve him. And there ſhall not be one Age to the end 
of Time, ſo dark, ſo virulent, that the Glory of Chriſt 
*X ſhall be altogether Eclipſed. Rev. 5. 9. Chrift hath Redeem- 
ed to God by his Blood, out of every Tongue and People, and 
| Nation, thoſe that ſhould aſcribe Bleſſing, and Honour, and 
© Glory, and Power to the Lamb for ever and ever, for he is 
wort hy, &c. 8 | 
© 2. Such a continued Succeſſion of a Seed to ſerve 
E Chriſt, tends moſtly to the Glory of Divine . 
and Grace. All Ages need a Saviour, all Ages therefore 
| ſhall have the offer, and hilt ther's a certainty of 
| ſome good Effect, tis more Foot offer d to all. 
It would be below the Majeſty, and Wiſdom, and Grate 
of God, by Stated Officers to Publiſh the Qyerture of 
Mercy to the World, if all would be certainly ineffe- 
XX fectuai, Were there not ſome to be gathered out of e- 
very Age, there would want ſome to Ballance the World, 
even a Bleſſing in it, for whoſe ſake it ſhould not be de- 
XX firoyed.” But for the ſake of theſe the Wicked World is 
X Honourably ſpared, and Judgments ſuperſeded, Without 
which Divine Juſtice would quickly proceed to Execu- 
tion. For the Elect ſake Judgments are over-ruled, ant 
the Day of Judgment deferred, and the Patience of Go 
appears in Glory; but when all theſe ſhall be gathere 
in from one end of the World to the other, then Jadg- 


ment commenceth. Matth. 24. 3 1. And till then every 
Age, will afford a Seed to ſerve our Lord, which ſhall 
2 accounted unto him for a Generation, © 
C 2 From 


2 A 


4 be 
From what hath been ſaid, we may Infeerr,r 


1. That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is God, He that is to be 
ſerved in all Generations, and hath a Holy Seed appoin- 
ted on purpoſe for Religious Service and Adoration ; to 


whom Princes themſelves muſt pay Homage, muſt needs | 


be God. Yea, Angels too muſt Worſhip him, and all 
muſt Honour him, as they Honour the Father. As no 
Creature is, ſo the humane Nature of Chriſt cannot be 
Adorable in it ſelf, and therefore he muſt have a Divine 
Nature. The Godhead 1s in its (elf Adorable, and the 
Perſon of the Son, in our Nature too is Adorable. V orſhip 
him all ye Angels, Let the choſen Seed ſerve him. 


II. That the Election the Goſpel ſpeaks of, is not meerly of 


Quali fications, but of Perſons. Tis true God hath choſe 


Faith in Chriſt, as the neceſſary Qualification in all thoſe 


he will own, and ſave for ever. But he hath likewiſe 
choſe ſome whom he will thus accompliſh for his Ser- 
vice and Glory. Eph, 1. 4. As he hath choſen us in him be- 
fore the foundation of the World, that we ſhould be holy, and 
without blame before him in Love, He doth not only in 
time chooſe ſome of the number of Sinners, but ther 
33 a Seed promis'd and given to Chriſt, before the Worle 
to be prepared to ſerye him: The Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
was at certainty as to a Seed; and the whole effect of 
Redemption was not left to turn upon the lubricous, 
fallacious and corrupt Will of Man. There was a cer- 
tain Seed choſe to be qualified according to the Goſpel, 
and not meerly becauſe God did foreſee they would be 
thus qualified. This is that Number of the Elect which God 
will ſhortly accomplifh, | | 5 | 
III. Hence it follows further, that Religion hath its 
peculiar Excellencies and Encouragements. »Tis ſtrange that 
Religion ſhould fall under diſreputation, which entails 
ſo many Bleſſings upon Poſterity, to the utmoſt Date 
thereof. Is there any Goverment in the World, that ſe- 
cures to the Seed of its Favourites a Perpetuity, nay an 
Eternity of Bleſſings! Eſtates, and Honours, that Men 


venture their Names, their Lives and Souls to Engroſs, 3 
are aitended with Thouſands of Uncertainties; whilſt 


Religion fixeth ſuch an entail of Mercy, that nothing 
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The Holy SEED. + nn 
but the profligateneſs of Poſterity can reverſe. A Gra- 
= cious God gives you leave to put your-own Names, and 
the Names of yours in a Leaſe of Grace, in which the 
Bleſſings of Time and Eternity are well ſettled, as an e- 
verlaſting Inheritance, from Generation to Generation. 
X Who would refuſe ſuch an offer? If the World ſhould 
propoſe any thing like it, what ſtrife would there be 
© for the Preferment? O let Religion be your Buſineſs, 
which is moſt excellent in it (elf, and entails Bleſſings 
to the laſt Duration of it. If you love your ſelves, or 
regard Poſterity, take heed to your ſelves and yours. 
W hich teacheth ns further, | 
IV. That the Work and Duty of Religious Parents, and 
AMiniſters is very great. They are to take care of the 
Holy Seed that is deſign'd for the ſervice of our dear 
Lord Jeſus, to feed the Lambs. It is a great Truſt that 


ſe Wis committed to their Charge: The Souls of Children, 
and what more Valuable > Your own Children, and 
„hat more Dear to yon? Thoſe that are the ſup 

4 pf your own Families, and the Church of Ged too; 


in nd what greater concern can there be? Your own wel- 


T1 Fare, and theirs, the Proſperity of your Families and 
Ic the Church's too depends very much upon your Care. 
ſt t is very much in your Power, to make your ſelves 
ff nd them, and all Happy. The chief concera indeed is | 
5, put into better hands, thoſe of the Bleſſed Spirit, but your 
5 Fubſerviency is required. Be ye Workers together with 
I im. | | 

be vou profeſs Love to the Lord Jeſus ; ſhew it by your 
os > eſpouſing his Cauſe, and promoting his Intereſt, in pre- 


paring a Seed to ſerve him. It is for your ſelves, it is 
ts or your dear Lord Jeſus, Let me beſeech you for the 
at Tove of Chriſt to be Obſervant, and Faithful. 

-X Herein you will be publickly uſetul ; ſerviceable to 
be preſent and future Generations. as far as the Holy 
Peed ſhall be propagated. It may be to Thouſands and 


in en Thouſands ; theſe may ariſe and call you Bleſſed. 
en All good Men are concerned about a Proteſtant Suc- 
ſs, Feſion in the Nation, and worthy it is of the Labours 
Iſt and Thoughts of all, and that not only for their own 
ng ſakes, but for the ſakes of their poor Children: Is nat a 
ur B | concern 
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concern too about a Religious Succeſſion, in your own i 
Families highly becoming you, that a Holy Family-ſeed 
way be rais'd ſuitable to a National Proteſtant Succeſſion 3 
Evidence that your Concern for the Publick is ſincere, 
by your concern for thoſe of your own Houſe. 
What an Hononr is put upon you, to be the Inftru- i 
ments of raiſing, and propagating a Seed to the Lord 
Jeſus? And what an Honour will it be in the great day 
of the Lord, to ſtand as a'publick Head, to a Glorious, 
| Holy Progeny, By no means neglect your Honour and 
What if any ſhould miſcarry thro' your Neglect? I's 
not the thought of it Terrible, that a Branch in your 
Families fhould be Corrupted, and through you too? 
And the loſs of One may prove the loſs of Hundreds. * 
Thus Irreligion may be propagated, and Multitudes loſt 
thro' your default, 5 = 
Theſe either prove the beſt or worſt of Men; the 
greateſt Bleſſings or the greateſt Curſes. If not an E- 
inent Seed for Chriſt, they uſually prove a Notorious 

| Seed for Satan: either props and pillars of Religious 
Families, or Underminers of them: For when left of 
God, they commonly become the moſt violent Oppoſers 
of Religion; and the greateſt Enemies to Chriſt. So 
much the greater care ought to be had of them. = 
And Laſtly, When was there an Age in which the 
Seed was more expoſed ? the World lies in Wickedneſs. * 
How have Atheiſm, Profaneneſs, and Immorality or'e run 
it 2 There are ſwarms every where of Men, of moſt 
corrupt Principles and Practices. And how many a“ 
ready are turned after Satan! How many Religious Fa- 
milies are either become Formaliſts, or Debauch'd, yea, 
wher's the profeſſing Family that hath not an Eſau in it! 
Is it not time to concern your ſelves? 1 
Wherefore let me intreat you as Fathers, take care of 
the great Charge that is put into your Hands, as you 
will anſwer it to your Dear Lord. Be early in a Reli- 
gious Dedication of them to God, in the moſt ſolemn 
manner Devote them to the ſervice of the Father, Son, 
and Spirit. Bring your Samuels to God, and leave them 
with him. God hath put them into your Hands, they 
are 


2 


The Hoh SEED. 15 
Ware one with you. You are cloathed with Power and 
Z authority 4 08 to tranſact their Concerns inthe 
Minority. What can you do lefs for their Souls, than 
In che moſt ſerious manner to devote them to God: Let 
hem be caſt upon the Lord from the Womb. Don't 
are to think, or ſay, you will leave them to the Grace 
Pt God to work on them; Yoo may as well ſay, you 
Vill leave them to the Providence of God to maintain 
hem, and ſo expoſe Sdul and Body together. And how 
111 you approve your ſelves ſincere with God in your 
Fovenanting with him, if you leave out ſo conſderable 
part of what is your own ; your Children and all muſt 
de PRI to God, the only way to ſave all, is to leave all 
ith God, 5 i 
And then improve an early Dedication by repeated 
Fries, and renewed Reſignations of them to God. As 
Ver as hon renew your Covenants, remember the poor Seed. AS 
hey are capable, let them have Suitable and Religious 
S ſtructions. See that they are well Prineipled, Which 
illbe a mighty Antidote againſt common InfeAions. 
ous "22 ake particular heed of running them into Temptations, 
ut of a vain Ambition of their Preferment. ITIs a fear- 
ot zul Truth, the moſt that miſcarry, miſcarry thro' the 
ers peglect of theſe Duties. 1 | 
V. We may hence learn, the Duty of the Children 
pf good Parents. Yowr work is to keep wp Religion, in your 
g⸗milies, in your Generation, and totranſmit it yet further to the 
ges to come, Ariſe and be doing, and the Lord be with 
ou. I intreat you, I charge you, prepare your ſelves 
on "Wor ſervice, and be active in it. I would thus argue 
al“ With you. | 3 
Whom will you ſerve, if not the Lord Jeſus? is there 
better Maſter > Can you make a better Choice, than 
: hat hath been made for you? Doth he not deſerve 
Pour belt Services, that left his Throne, and pour'd our 
his Soul to Death for you, and hath call'd you with an 
#1:gh and Honourable calling, hath choſen you as a Seed 
co ſerve him? O leave not his Service for the drudgery 
of this World, and the God of it: You will dearly re- 
yent it if you do. 1 3 
hem Is not your Lor fallen happily, who are Born in Reli- 
9 | giou 
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gents in the firſt place to corrupt You : e 
Hereby he ſtrike's at the very Foundation, Tour 


Negligence and Cunality will gratify the Enemy moſt, 1 


zious Families? what a glorious Priviledge is it to be tin 

Children of good Parents, the Children of many Pray: | 
ers, the Children of Religious Education, and the beſt 
Inſtructions ? You are Born at the very gates of Heaven, 
will you ariſe to cancel an early Dedication te God? 
Will you ariſe to croſs the Prayers of your Parents, and | 
contradict what they have done for you, in the moſt 
render Love to your Souls ? will you try to overturn i 
the Promiſes, and oppoſe the work of a Redeemer > 


% 8 vr; 
Nor 


Take heed what. you do, as you. are Born among the "2 
Stars, your fall will be the more dreadful. _ 


Have not you been devoted to God? Can you, dare 
you go back ? At your Peril be it. Can you without Sa- 
criledge alienate your ſelves from the Service of God? 
And is that a trifling Crime? How will you anſwer it 
to God, and your gocd Parents in the great Day? Is 
there not great Dependence upon your Well- doing? 
The hopes of Parents, the expectations of Miniſters, nay 
of God, and Chriſt are from you; If you prove faulty 
how many Expectations will be cut off? Dont dare to 


impoſe on God, and Man. 


Revolt of the Poſterity of the Righteous. A conſidera- 
ble Poſt is delivered up, and what may be the Conſe- i 
quence? One Revolt, and Deficiency may occaſion more, 
and where may it end? and all will be chargeable upon 
you. 1 n 1 nb 
d | You are the terrour of Enemies, as well as the hope 
of Friends. Satan Fs you moſt, he imploys his A- 


2 


and put an opportunity in his hands, of advancing his 
deſperate and bloody Defigns againſt the Intereſt of 
Chriſt, and Souls in the World. And is it nothing to 


jayn in with Satan againſt the Great God, and your 
dear Redeemer? It will be found dreadful work at 4 
—_ | = 
Is not there need of your Service? Many are revolted, 
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The Holy SEED: 17 
come are cut off by Death. Tis alaſs! 4 Day of ſmall 
inge. Is it not time for you to put to your helping 
Hand 2 The Enemy advanceth, Religion is under a viſi- 


— le Eclipſe, and a ſenſible Decay. Come, come, Arie ; 


A and Build, and have the Honour of being Repairers of 


*Mucd : One Serious, and Hopeful. A wide Breach is 
Wade : who ariſeth to fill it up? You are left behind: Of 
ll Loves 1 intreat you; with all Authority I command 
ou to ariſe and Work. The Funeral might have been 
Four own, What are you left behind for? You have 
Four own Room, and anothers to fill up. O ſtrive, who 
mall be firſt in their Preparations, and greateſt in their 
Service, Fain would I raiſe this Ambition in you. 
Are you ſure of many Years? Your time of Service 
ay be but ſhort 3 begin now; loſe not one Day; the 
me Meſſenger that hath fetch'd your Friend, and Com- 
anion, may quickly be order'd for you. Let me mind 
ou of what the Philoſopher ſaid, to one that ask'd him, 
FX hat he was a doing? hie anſwer'd, paulatim Morior, I 
m a Dying continnally. You cannot think ſure, be- 
*ZEauſe of the briskneſs of Youth, you are ſafe from 
Death, when one among your ſelves, hath ſo lately, in 
few Days, been wreſted out of your Arms and Em- 
races. You are Dying, tis time to Work. 5 
Have not ſome of you felt the Powers of the World 
Jo come. I am perſwaded you have been often under 


A- Ihe awakening Convictions of the Spirit of God, Do 
WM preſs you to any thing, that your own Conſciences 
our nd the Spirit of God have not been engaging you to; 
oft, Dave you not taſted that the Lord is gracious? Take 
= Peed, of beginning in the Spirit, and ending in the 


%.. Tis better you had never known the ways 


yn t God, than that you ſhould Wickedly depart from 

pim. Er 12 7 „ 

at And to Conclude, If this will not move you ; know 

har it you revolt, God will call in others, his Son 

5 hall have a Seed to ſerve him. When the Jews Apo- 
9] 


atiz d, the Gentiles were called in; and when One pro- 
= : > D tcfling 


18 The Holy SEED. 
fefling Family fails, the Grace of God will raiſe another? 
Can you be content that others ſhould ariſe, and hui 
upon your Ruin; Are you willing to refign up your 
Glory to ſtrangers >. O! let not another take your Crown, 1 
would hope better things of you, tho” I thus ſpeak, e- 
ven what accompanies Salvation. et ICS 
And laſt of all, we may infer, that the loſt of the Holy | 
Seed, is a very fore, and dreadful, and general Lofs ; eſpe- 
cially when Capacitated, and growing ripe for Service. 
This is a very complicated Loſs : ATLofs as univerſal, as 7? 
the Service which Was expected. | UL 
Which brings me to take a forrowſul View, of our 
own great loſs we Lament this Day: A Family-loſs: 4 
School-lofs : The Churches-loſs: The Nations-loſs . A 
Grtieration-loſs : The Miniftry's-lofs, 
Which will appear, if we conſider, that the Deceaſed, 
beſides his Natural and acquired Capacities, which were 
none of the leaſt, was in ſome extraordinary .manner 
quallify'd for Service, If we regard ef 20 yo 
I. His Temper; which was Mild and Calm; Even and 
Tender; Kind, and Compaſſionate. Tho he hath lived 
With me twice Seven Years, I cannot recollect that 1 
ever ſaw him in a Paſſion. His Carriage was ſo Obli-# 
ging, and Inoffenſive, that all that knew him, Lov'd him. 
A very rare Character. He was ſo Prudent, and Cauti- 
ous, and ſo far from Art, and Guile, that I may ſay, 
whom did he ever offend by an intermeddling Humour? 
and as he Liv'd, ſo he Dy'd, in a perfect Calm. No W . 
what a great Ornament is ſo good a Temper to Religion? 
What a neceffary Qualification to the Miniffry? Of all 
Men, Miniſters have molt need of ſuch an one. He, 
bright doth Grace 'ſhine in a good Diſpoſition; even like the 
Stn in a Sexene Day : This is ſtrangely Eclips'd in an 
ill Temper, and really diſappears, as the Sun wadeing 
under a dark Cloud. 'But what made his Temper the 
more Glorious, was FL - 
2. His Grace, This was what he-deſir'd above all; he 
ſo loved Chriſt, that, he endeavoured what he could, 
to perſuade others to love him too. I have heard ſome 
. thanking God, that they ever Knew him. He began be. 
times to Preach Chriſt in his private Converſation, who 
never lived to Preach him in any publick Congregation L. 


The Holy S EE D. 19 


His Life was ſo free from ſtains, and his deſires after 


er: BE Grace fo fervent, and practical, that T cannot but think 
be was fincerely Gracious betimes: Eſpeeially when I 
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reflect upon | 3 ; 

3. That Spirit of Prayer he had, He was frequent, and 
enlarg d in his Duty. I have ſometimes heard him ſo 
Heavenly, and rais d, that I haye been aſhamed of my 
| 2 ; that one of bis Years ſhould be ſo lively, and I fo 
| dull. It is but rare in One of his Age, before he un. 
| dertakes a Journey, to ſpend a whole Day in Faſting and 
Prayer, that he may be kept from the Temptations of 
the places, where he was going, It is but rare for one 


of his Age, when in a Journey, to riſe in the Night 
(as David of old) to redeem time for Prayer, which I 

am ſatisfied he Hath done, How was he uſed to berapt 

up in another World in Prayer! I am ſure our Family 
= hath loſt more ſerious Prayers every Week, than there 
are Mornings, and Evenings in it, I am ſure. I have loſt 

r the advantage of many fervent Crys, he offer'd, parti- 
cularly upon my account: Which I have reafon to va- 
ue the more, becauſe of 


4. His choſe Experiencies, Theſe he hath left as a Lega- 


.- under bis own Hand; and ti 2 very choice aue 
to me, worthy 1 think of every ones attendance, but 
1m. too large to be recounted now ; I ſhall therefore only 


=X Comforts, an 


=X ſay, that though Young, he was acquainted with the 
＋ 905 of the Hoy Ghoft z which many 


twice his Age, are utterly Strangers to. He was in his 
Element, when he was ſpeaking about another Worid. 


It is ſaid of Alexander, that be reckon'd bis Age by bis Vi- 


a &ories, If we may reckon the Age of our Deceaſed Friend, 
by his Duties, and Prayers, and Acquaintance with ano- 


ther World, we may ſay of him, be 1iv'd long, in a little 
7 time, He was preparing carefully to attend at the Lord's 
Table, which only a humble {cence of his own Unwor- 
thineſs had hindred him from; he prepar'd for the lower 


able; but I cruſt he is gone to the upper Table to re- 


A | ceive there : he was laying a Stock to ſerve his Lord on 
Earth, but is ( I hope) remov'd to ſerve about the 
Throne, where Thouſands of Thouſands, and Ten thou- 


x fand of Ten thonſands, are adoring him that fits upon 


the Throne, and the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen. 
D 2 A 
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Give him thy Graee, O God, 


HILST I declare the Paſſages of my Life, 1 
O Holy, Eternal, Gracious God, may thy 


Grace attend me, that I may be affected. 
O! deeply affected, with my own Caſe : = 
With thy Mercies, O Lord; and my Sins, (Father) A 


work a thorough work of Grace in me; and to aſſiſt me in 
this preſent great Work; that this Book, this Paper, this 
Leaf, may never come in as a Witneſs againſt me at the 8 
laſt. The Lord = me, that though my former Expe- 8 


riences have been of my Weakneſs, yea Sinfulneſs ; yet 


tmoſe for the time to come may be of my Growth. a 
Grace, and in the Knowledge of my Lord and Sayiouꝰ 
IJeſus Chriſt. And now O God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt, I freely give my Sell, my 
E Soul, my Body, my All, unto thee, and for ever, reſting 
upon thy Mercies in Jeſus Chriſt, ro whom, to thee, and 
the Holy Spirit of Grace, be Praiſe, everlaſting Praiſe, 
ſor thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory, for 
ever and ever, Amen, and Amen. I» 22 


HA F. 1 
Of My Birth-Priviledges. 


1 upon the many and great Priviledges of my Birth. 
can trace the Footſteps of the Grace of God from the 


The World is a bewitching Thing: It is hazardotm 


e in 

this oving in the higheſt Spheres. My Lot fell where I 

the m leſs expoſed, and better ſecured. I was, I bleſs my 

xpe- $609, Born of Parents, who had an agreeable Competen- 

yet y of the good Things of this World, and knew how 
YH | 285 1 


HE firſt and earlieſt Reflections I can wake, are 
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22 
to diſpoſe of them for the Nobleſt Purpoſet. 


The Life of 31 
A ſancti- 


yd Suffciency is good Proviſion, yea the beſt Pot- 


tion, 


Yea, that which is more valuable. I was Born of 
ious Parents, truly Relig 


i0ut. Thanks, O Thanks E 


be to God. It is a greater Mercy to be Born of good | 
Parents, than of Princes. I was not Born of Erroneom 
Parents, who have Zeal, without Knowledge, and the 
Shew of Religion, without the Power and Purity of it; 
who might have leaven'd my early Years with falſe No- 
tions; and ſo have lead me out of the Way of God, in- 


to the By-paths of Sin, for Errours in] 


gment, natu- 


rally produce Errours in Practice, and ſeldom one Errour 8 
goes alone; for its Name is Legion, becauſe they are 
many: but I was Born of Parents, who were Arthodox, 
and Sound in the Faith, who had a good Report of all 
Men, and of the Truth itſelf : whoſe Joy it would have 
been, to have ſeen their Children walking in the Truth. 
O that Imay be a Child of Light, and not of Darkneſs ® 
I was Born of Parents eminent for practical Godlineſs; 


holy, humble 
Ordinances 0 


f 


obedient, attending conſtantly on all the 
God ; conformable in their Lives to all 


his Holy Laws, who had all the Marks of grown Chriſti- 
ans in Life, and in Death; who are now, I doubt 


not, praiſing God in the eternal World. O that I way 


de a faithful Follower of them, as they were of Chriſt :* 
That I may with them for ever and ever adore that di- 
finguifhing © Love, that ſaved them, and I hope will Y 


* ſave me too. O Lord fo let it be, I was Born of 


Praying Parents, eminent in that Duty, many a Petition 
did they put up to Heaven for me, and my mo Bro- 
or 


ther. How oft, how earneſtly did they beg 


| To 
= 


for theirs, that hey niet meet them with Comfort iu 


the Great Day of t 


Lord, when Theirs had faithfully 


ſerved God, and Their Generation. 
* O Lord take down the Files, view over their Pray 


c ers. and rem 


ember the Children of thy Servants no 


in Glory. The Frayers of Parents for their Children 


are better than the Eſtates of Parents. May I never croſ 


nor cancell one Petition. I was Born of charitable Pa. 


rents, of whoſe Charity both the Church and Stra 


„ 

* I» ” 
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Were 
7 


Mr. Thomas Beard. 2 
were Witneſſes, who being dead, yet ſpeak, they Were 
free with their Money to ſupply the Neceſſities, and. 
highly charitable with Good-looks, to the Souls of Sin- 
n of ers, that they might encourage true Religion. A very. 
anks ponſiderable Portion of every Years Encreaſe was ſet a- 
ood vart for charitable Uſes, and God was pleas'd to proſper. 
them in all their worldly Concerns. Oharity never goes. 
Junrewarded in this Life, May 1 learn of them as a dear 
hilt. e N | 
I was Born of moſt Indulgent, Tender, Careful Pa- 
ents, who not out of Cuſtom, but ſincerely and hear- 
ih gave me up with themſelyes to God, in Covenant, 
es: both in Baptiſm, and frequently at ſap Tae of the 
EZ ord. How can I go back? The Vous of God are upon 
Ine. Tam thine O Lord, by the moſt early Dedication, 
nd thine may I be for ever and ever. ; 
cutbh. It pleas'd God to remove my dear Parents, when I 
Fas very young, ſo that I never remember them. I have 
. ily heard who they were, and how they liv'd : I wait 
o know more in the other World. I was about three 
XY cars old, when my God took from me my deareſt Pa- 
rents, almoſt at the ſame time; ſo that I was Fatherleſs 
and Motherleſs in my very Infancy ; but not Friend leſs: 
way lor my God took me up, as if he deſigned to take the 
ole Care of me himſelf; and a very peeuliar Regard he 
ad to me, © Lord fill up the Relations Death _ 
diſſolved, be a Father to the Fatherleſs, and tender 
with the Love of a Mother, the Motherleſs. A 
leavenly Father, is the beſt Father, an everlaſting Fa- 
ther. A Precious Redeemer, is the beſt Relation. Lord 
erant me my Deſires, and fulfil thy Promiſes to thy Sex- 
in vant, that is devoted to thee. Amen. 8 
Sure, all Advantages conſider'd, no one Individual in 
the World hath had greater and better Birth-Priviledggs 
than I: O that Imay never profanely ſell my Birth- 
WT Right, but anſwer it with the higheſt Improvements. 
My dear Parents took great Care for my Holy Educa- 
tion, which the Lord proſper. At their Death, they 
committed me to the Care and Inſpection of thoſe, who 
= they knew would not only be concern d for che Welter 


24 The Life of © 
of my Body, but principally of my precious Soul. And 
thus in my Minority was I left in kind, and faithful Hands: | 
and eſpecially in the kindeſt Hands of my deareſt Lord? 
O how ought I to love and reſpect the Memory of my 
dear parents: Holy Parents deſerve the beſt Love, and 
Obedience whilſt Living, and the moſt Honourable re- 
membrance when Dead. May I never do any thing un- 
worthy of them. But moſt of all I owe my ſelf ro my: 
deareſt Redeemer, O my Soul, theſe Bleſſings Chriſt 
procured for me, with his own Blood: Admire him 
and Love him, and do him all the Service thou canſt 
in the World. O Lord grant I may meet my Holy Pas 
rents, and Gracious and Glorified Friends, with Comfort 
in the other World, at the great Day, when I believe 1 
ſhall ſee them again. May I be their Crown of Joy in 
that Day. Bleſſed Parents and Children, and Families; 
that meet together at laſt in Chriſt, and with Chriſt for 8 


» 


a GHAEN. 
Of my Education. 


Fus at the deſire of my now glorified Parents, and 
by the Providence of my Heavenly Father. my Lat 
was Caſt here at Aulceſter in Warwickſhire, where I am to 
Praiſe God, in the midſt of a Tbouland Enjoyments. 
This is a place moſt free from the common Temptati- 
ons of the World. I have here no ill Company to in- 
fect me, no ill Examples to corrupt me, no Swearers, 
no Curſers, no Drunkards, no Sabbath-breakers, no pro- 
phane Scoffers; None but what Pray, and we ob- 
*nged to keep conſtant to their private Duty, as well as 
the ir publick Attendances. Here are indeed the com- 
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mon vanities of Youth, but ſew, but who ſeem to ſa- 
vour the beſt things; and none of my Aſſociates, but 
who I hope are truly ſerious. The frowardneſs of ſome, 
is for my Tryal and Exerciſe: and the Seriouſneſs of o- 
thers for my Encomagement. O Bleſſed be God, that 
| my 
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; : Mr. Thomas Beard. 25 
my 12898 be caſt here. A good Family is a good 
city of Reuge. HEE 
1 1 fel into the Hands of a moſt Tender, Loving, Skil- 
ful, Compaſſionate Maſter: A Father rather than a Ma- 
aner, whoſe endeavour hath been to train me up in 
learning, and in the fear of the Lord together. One 
that knew patiently to bear with my puerile Infirmities : 
nut yet faithfully Corrected me for greater Miſcarriages: 
hut never in a Paſſion, always with Meekneſs: and Ten- 
erneſs: with Love convincing me. of my Errour, and 
tecting me with a ſenſe of my Fault. Gentle rebukes 
re fovercien Medicines, and kind Corrections choice 
riends. We all not only fear, but love our Maſter; 
AIeer fear is flavifh : but Love and Fear are truly Gene- 
ous, Good Maſters are publick Bleſſings. Here I have 
Mat under the powerful diſpenſations of all the Ordi- 
ances of God, for above Fourteen Years together, I 
iave heard the 2 — Sound; 1 have heard ſuch Ser- 
voin, and ſuch: Subjects, that have been enough to A- 
axen the moſt Stupid, and affect the moſt Dall; which 
am ſure have had many Seals. How ſweet hath the 
vord been to my taſte, I earneſtly remember it till, 
- May I prove one of the Seals of this Miniſtry, Good 
Miniſters are ſome of the greateſt Mercies to the World. 
my Soul, Bleſs God fox ſuch Soul Friends. 
HEere 1 have had the priviledge of Family-Worſhip, 
rhrice a Day have I heard the Word read; and Prayers 
fer d. Once a: Week have I heard, one or other Que- 
lion in Religion examin'd and ſtated. Once a Week 
Have I been Catechiſed, and Inſtructed. Once a Week 
have I had an opportunity of more publick Prayer. 
vice a Week ſince I have had any Capacity, I and my 
ompanions have privately engaged in Prayer together, 
nd here I have met with God. Twice every Sabbath 
ave I heard practick Preaching, and in the Evenin 
Repetition. Theſe unleſs any thing extraordinary hat 
nterrupted, have been my conſtant Priviledges for ma- 
y ears. What an Account have I to give, o my 
e, Poul! How ſhall I anſwer it to God. Lord help me, 
f g- that my Improvements may be according to my Enjoy- 
ments. Here O my Soul, — and admire at the Love 
LY | | ot 
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kt | | inftild into me, before the vanities of che World had 4 
1 1 inſinuated themſelves. I had a Cloſet to retire into, for 
| "= 


| ſome of the choiceſt hou to Read, almoſt om every ſub· 
1 ject. I have had time enough allowid me for Soul- con- 
HAS cerns; O that I had improv'd'it as I ought./ I have not 
| 1 1 wanted 8 Counſels, Exhortations to what 
vl is Good, 'nor Refirai Yea, here 
| | 'l I have had the N affiſtances of the Spirit of God. 
10 3 


that there may not be a .prophane Eſau among all the A 
Flock. ons bro 5 Sogn U WN 
But this is not all the Happineſs I have met with here, 
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Of the Vanity of ny Touth. 


þ H O in the World hath more to anſwer for than 
XY Y 1? bu what Account ſhall I give? I have reaſon 
*Þ lament, and ſay, Childhood and Youth are Vanity. 
he Lord forgive me. From the Age of Three, co 
Ewelve Years Old, there was little or nothing but Va- 
ty. 1 was -pleas'd with every puerile impertinence 
Ind rrifle : But Religious Exerciſes were without: guſt” 
d ſavour. -I was devoted to my Sports and Paſtimes, 
Wtravagantly fond of Gaming: This was my very Ele- 
ent I moved in; whilſt the precious Soul was ſhame- 
ly neglected, and expoſed. Thus I ventur d the loſs 
all, to gratify my own Humours, and fleſhly Inclina- 
Pons. Fleſh pleaſers are bold adventurers. How much 
Precious time did I waſte in theſe filly Frolicks. I'was 
true Drudge to ſenſual pleaſures. Night and Day con- 
Poing. forecaſting, ſlaving at them. 
pa- Was time no more precious ? had I taken that pains in 
Erving my God, as in ſerving the Fleſh, what Joy and 
omfort might I have now had! But O how afflictive 
re the thoughts of theſe things? Sin and Satan are ill 
aſters, - I was ſoon tired with that which is Good, 
Nut unwearied at my Sports. I thought I might have 
een excuſed becauſe Young, but Conſcience 'will not 
cuſe. O that the God of Conſcience would' forgive. 
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28 The Liſe ef 
The blackeſt Crime I have to charge my ſelf with, is 
the horrid fin of Lying, Which tho' but rarely com- 


mitted, and to excuſe my ſelf too; yet how do the 


thoughts of it ſting me! What a vile Wretch was I? 


What a young Sinner? Lyes do not extenuate but double 


the fault. TP 

I was often admoniſhed, and ſeriouſiy called upon, 
But I was deaf to Counſel : and tho'I ſometimes ſmart- 
ed for it, yet my Inclinations were ſo ſtrong, and vio- 
lent, that I puſht on in gratifying the 'Fleſh, What a 
finful Nature have I> How is Folly bound up in my 
Heart? The more warnings, the greater the Sin. 

I did not indeed live without Duty. I was not ſuf⸗ 
fered, or elſe my own corrupt Nature would gladly 
have diſpens'd with it. I had Books more for a ſhew, 
than Service; I was covetous of Books, but ſeldom read 
in them, Books without Grace to uſe them, are a poor 
Library, I ſometimes retired into my Cloſet ; but what 
did I there? little better I fear then waſte part of my 
time in Vanity. The moſt I can ſay is, I was there; O 


that I could ſay, I had been with God there, 


Indeed whilſt I was thus buiſy at Vanity, and drudg- 
ing for trifles, my Conſcience often, or always checkt me, 
I was aſhamed of my ſelf. Sin always carries Guilt and 
Shame with it, whilſt Duty affordeth true Peace and 
Satisfaction. I had often too, ſome gracious Motions 
and Divine Influences ; But the Childiſh humour, and 
Brutiſh Fleſh bore all down. I oppoſed Conſcience, I 
quenched the Spirit, I ſlighted Admonitions, to fulfil the 
defires of the Fleſh ; which now coſts me dear, Alaſs! 
alaſs : Twelve Years of my ſhort Life have been waſt- þ 
ed, and loſt. The Lord forgive me. 74] 


CHAP. IV. 
_ Of my firſt Acquaintance with God. 


my ſelf, I was Vain and Sinful, and deſtroying my 


B. T God was more merciful to me, than Iwas to 
ſcit z but Gods Grace appeared to me. God's Grace is. 
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Enemy, and the Avenger, 
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2 better preſerver, than our own Reſolutions. Tis ſome- 
what to be Born within the Varge of the Covenant. When 
I was between Twelve and Thirteen Years Old, the 
Grace of God laid hold on me, It found me trifling, 
but it quickly made me Serious: It found me Worldly, 
but it quickly made me Heavenly: I remember the 
time, 1 ſhall never forget the Day. The Day of our 
Converſion ought never to be forgot, It was on a Sa- 
turday I think, An. Dem. 1704. The day of my Eſpou- 


ſals, and ot the gladneſs of my Heart. 


By the Direction of my dear Maſter, ſome of greater 
Maturity than I retired to pray together, to help for- 
wards one anothers Salvation: Poor I happily was in 
their way, but buſy at my Sports. One of them, my 
dear Friend, the happy Inſtrument, asked me to go with 
them: and I being proud of Eſteem, was ambitious to aſ- 
ſociate with them, not knowing, as far as 1 can recollect, 
what. their Deſign was. Had I known it had been for 
Prayer, I fear I ſhould have choſe my Diverſions, But 
God had a great Work to do in me, and for me: how 
free, how rich, how wonderful 1s the Grace of God ! 
Whilſt they were engag d in Duty, I did little elſe but 
laugh behind the Curtain. Thus I came away not the 
better, but the warſe, had not the Grace of God over- 
ruled (O my Soul behold and admire the good Hand of 
my God upon me.) Soon after, I overheard two or 
three cenſuring me, for my Indecent Atheiſtick Carri- 
age, and my Heart inſtantly ſmote me. O ſee how the 
Stratagems of Satan ſometimes thro Grace, become the 
Means of Salvation! He defigned it for Evil; but the 
Grace of God overruled it to my everlaſting Welfare : 
thus the good Work began, and my Repentings were 
kindled together, My Heart burned within me. One 
of my Companions was ſo faithful to me, as to reprove 
me ſeriouſly, and ſpeak to me affectionately about ano- ' 
ther World; and the Spirit of God ſet in with the kind 
Admonmitions : every Expreſſion came with Power, forth- 
with I reſolved to ſer on the great Work of Salvation. 
O ſee my Soul what God can do? Out of the Mouth of 
Babes and Sucklings he ordaineth Strength, to Still the 
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30 . 

That which help'd on the good Work, was the good 
Company I bad, It pleaſed God at this very time to 
work upon the Conſciences of almoſt all our Claſ: who 
had alla very great Concern upon us, for our own; and 
one anothers Souls, our precious and immortal Seuls,. 
We had each others Examples and Prayers to help on 
one another to Heaven and Glory: O how ſweet was it to 
talk with my Companions of an everlaſting State ! How ' 
much was I affected with their Diſcourſes, Thus we walk- 
ed together as Brethren, edifying one another, and 


drawing one another nearer and nearer to God in a Way 


of Duty. Good Examples are good Guides to Hea- | 
W hat farther advanced the good Work, was a happy 
Dream I had one Night as I lay on my Bed. I dreamt 
that I ſaw the Tribunal of God erected, and all brought 
to his Bar; and all my Companions accepted, and bleſſed, 
and carried up to the Enjoyment of God in Heaven: but 
I, poor miſerable Wretch, was left behind. This dread - 
ful Thought ſtruck me with Terrour and Horrour: it 
was as a Hell begun: I ſoon awoke, but my Dread hung 


upon me; I continued amazed, yet bleſſing God, I Was 


out of Hell, reſolving, with great Diligence, to fet up- 
on the Work of my eternal Salvation. O the Love of 
God, in guiding my Thoughts in the Night Seaſon! 
Dream; — thro' the Grace of God, may be 
Helps to Heaven. When the Morning came, I aroſe, 
ſtrangely ſurpriz d with my preſent State; I quickly fell 
to my Prayers, and pour'd out my Soul to Gd, the 
Lord hear every Petition. amen. - 
My Affection and Zzal for Religion was ſoon taken 


notice of by my deareſt Maſter : who took occaſion to 


talk Sweetly and Heavenly to me ; and to encourage me 
to go onfwith ſuch Expreſſions as thefe. What my dear 
Child, doſt in good Earneſt begin to look after God; I 
rejoyce in thee, and over thee : What! looking Hea- 
ven-wards. O go on, but nothing diſcourage, nor hin- 
der thee : this, this is the Way to thy glorified Parents. 
What ſhall I be ſo happy as to preſent thee at laſt to - 
them, my Joy, and their Joy, my Crown, and their 


Crown; and the Joy of God, and Chriſt for ever. Such 
EL _ Expreſſions 
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Expreſſions ſoon melted down my Heart, drew Tears 


ſuitable Book, he ſoon directed me and ſupplied me, 


and with many 3 pray and Aſſdrances of Accept - 
ance. with God, preſs'd me to go on. I remember it 
ſtill. O what Bleſſings are good Adviſers, and tender 
Qonfitnces: - . Y APES) 3.0 
I now began, with great Seriouſneſs, to think of the 

beſt Things. The Spirit of God graciouſly guided 


my Thoughts. It came powerfully into my Mind: 
| What a Wonder of Mercy I was : That whilſt thou- 


fands : periſh'd in their Sim, the free Grace of God 
ſhould lay hold on me: That I ſhould: be ſpar d, and 


they cut down, that had not ſinned azainſt ſuch 


Light, ſuch Mercies, and Priviledges, and Warnings; as 
I. O what a Mercy, that ſuch a Wretch as I ſhould be 
own'd, who had. ſo ſhamefully ſlighted the Grace of 
God O what a Mercy, that as I added oneShght to a- 


nother, God did not add one Judgment to another 


That my Dream did not prove a Reality; that I ſhould 


be on this fide Miſery, who might have been condem- 
ned for ever. Still I am ſpared, Lord help me, that I 


may improve the Day of thy Patience. = 

1 ſoon obſerv d the malicious Deſigns of Satan againſt 
me. He hath a peculiar Spite againſt. the Children of 
Good Parents, and of pious Education. If ſuch a one as 
I periſh, it will be with a witneſs : My Fall will be grea- 
ter than that of moſt in the World, as my Privileges have 
been greater. The Fall of the Poſterity of the Righte- 


= ous is moſt. ſcandalous and pernicious to themſelves and 


others. I have the more need to watch; and pray, and 


kant valiantly the Lords Bartels. O help me. Amen. 


This brought it warm on my Thoughts, that the Pro- 


vidence of God had placd me 1 
ces, and at the very Gates of Salvation, def 

= gracious Parents. The God of my dear Parents is will- 

ing to he my God: he that was merciful to them, will be 


cendinp from 


mere iſul to me, being one with them. I am one that 
hath the faireſt Opportunity for Heaven, I bleſs God. 
my. Fathers. God. O forſake not the Son of thy Hand- 
maid. God hath bleſſed me for their ſakes; even to 775 

5 £ 


- 


miration. 
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The Deſigns of the Grace of God, muſt be my etet- 
nal Welfare; for he delighteth not in the Death of 2 
Sinner, much Jeſs in the Death of one that is a Branch 
of a Religious Family. The preſent Bleſſings too he 
beſtows upon Uſe, are great Aſſurances ot eternal Bleſ- 
ſings. He that is ſo kind now, will be eternally kind, 
it Lam not wanting to my own Soul. If ever I periſh, 
my Damnation will lye at my own Door. There is 
hope for me, and the beſt Encouragments. O that 1 
may never reſt in the Creature, but reſt upon the 
Creatour. I : L $2345; , ” 13117 
have indeed been a very provoking Wretch ; there 
is no room for delay; tis high time for me to reform, 
and ſet upon the great Work, who have loitered and fin- 
ned away ſo many Years, The Spirit will not always 
ſtrive with me. O now my Soul (et in with its Motions : | 
God will not always bear with me, now then is the | 
time to engage in the Service of my God. O now let 
me begin, and cloſe in with God, and accept him for 
my God. Amen. on Kb 14 1 18 710 , 
Should I ſtifle all theſe Motions, what would be the 
Iſſue ? Whom Mercies win not, Jadgments' ſoon over - 
take. Judgments hang over their Heads, who deſpiſe 
the Grace of God. And it may be, thoſe. Judgments 
may not ſo much as allarm me, it I now harden my own 8 
Heart, but only. ferve to harden me for eternal Judg; 
Wherefore I reſolve inſtantly to begin, whilſt it plea- 
ſeth God to deal with my Conſcience; Bleſſed be the 
Lord, that hath met with me in the Beginning of my 
Days, whilſt others are juſtly left to fin on to Old Age, 
how free is the Grace of God? Even ſo Father, fo it 
ſeemeth good in thy ſight. 0 +: 
Thus I ſet ſerioufly to the main Work; 3 times every 


Day Iretired for private Devotion: and four times every 
Lord's Day: When I poured out my Soul to God in 
Prayer ; beſides Family and Pablick Attendances, When 
Holineſs is real, it will ſhew itſelt in good Works. 
And whilſt I thus walk'd. with God, I had not the 
leaſt Sickneſs. I felt not the leaſt Pain: I met not with 
the leaſt Trouble, as I Kno of, though in a trouble 2 
(8 7 - Come fr, 
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ſome World, unleſs this, that I was a Sinner; The 


* 


a Lord pardon m. || RF. _ 5 
ch And O what ſweet Communion had I with God? 
be What delight in Ordinances? How ſweet to think of 
leſ- another World, and of the Love of Chriſt to my Soul? 
nd, How pleaſant to talk of Everlaſting Happineſs ? I had a 
ſh, MS Heaven upon Earth, and thus it continued for a long 
- is time. And tho' the Feſtivals come on, when our 8 
t 1 common Bufineſs was diſmiſt; and I was called abroad | 


to viſit my Friends, my Heart in every place was taken 
| rip about another World: No Diverfions juſled out Du- 
ty; I ſought for retirements for Prayer, and Communi- 
on with God; and God heard me. I returned to m 

old Poſt, with the ſame Zeal and Life; and my growth 
in Knowledge, and in the Grace of God, was very viſi- 
ble. Thus all things weiit well with me, whilt 1 kept 
= cloſe to God and Duty. 


POR K. 


CHAP. V. 


Of my Decays and Apoſtacy. 


'E T notwithſtanding all my Priveledges, Enjoy= 
Rv ments, Hopes, Promiſes, Attendances, Experien- 
es, Incouragements, notwithſtanding all theſe I fell: 
tell Foully and Shamefully. Oh I fell from God, and 
olea- Iny Duty. Oh perfidious, vile, finful Wretch! 1 
the ell from that God, from whom I had received innume- 
my Fable Favours, and Mercies. Oh the deceitfulneſs of Sin ! 
Age, he cunning of the Enemy ! The corruption of my own 
. = eart, | 
I durſt not omit Duty, but I fell under a wretched 
2ndifferency : I niore really attended upon it, I quickly 
ecame Dull and Stupid: Religious Exerciſes loſt their 
Sg weetneſs: The Word of the Lord became the burthen 
Vnen t the Lord. The Spirit withheld its Influences, my God 
. EErithdrew from me. I was as one deſerted, I went 
© the Packward many degrees, : | 
And thus the Enemy deceiv'd me, and prevail'd a- 
inſt me, and drew nic into many Snares and Sins. 1 
; PE * f returned 
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returned to my old Vanities, and waſted many precious 


hours in unbecoming Diverſions, which I thought harms 


leſs, but the reflections prove bitter. O how much Time 
did they devour, and ſomewhat of Treaſure too, which 
might have been better imploy'd. This lead me into 
one more groſs Miſtake, to the wounding of my Conſci- 
ence, which I cannot but continually Lament, M 

Mind was ſtrangely ſet upon my Pleaſures, which I at- 
tended more conſtantly than my Duty, Theſe ſtole a- 


way my Affections from my God, and my Duty, O Lord 
forgive me, Amen. HE 


he cauſes of my Apoſtacy fo far as I can recollect, 
were theſe Two. It 1s gocd to ſearch into the grounds 
of Apoſtacy, that we may for the future avoid the occa- 
ſions of Sin, and no more fall from God. 
The firſt ſtumbling- block was, the ill Example of ſome 


of my Dear Companions : Who tho? hopeful and ſerious i 
whilſt here, ſoon declin'd when abroad in the World. 


Which caſt a Damp, not only upon my Spirits, but up- 
on theirs who were left behind: Thoſe that encourag'd 
me to Seriouſneſs, were the firſt that diſcouraged me. 
It is one thing te be under the Influence of Religious 
Government, and another thing to be left to the wide 
World. III Examples even at a diſtance, are vaſtly pre- 
judicial. The Defection of hopeful Beginners, is of the 
worſt Conſequence, to the Souls of others. : 

Many hopeful Buds have been nipt, Thus we who 


were fellow-helpers of one anothers Faith, became de- 
ſtroyers of the ſame, May J ever take care of ill Com- 


pany. How eaſily did they prevail againſt me; who 
by the Cunning of Satan fell away by degrees. bk. 
Another Occaſion of my fall was, the Omiſſion of 


one known Duty; I wilfully abſented from, and God 
juſtly withdrew. I fee if I give way to one Sin, Satan 
Will quietly draw me to another: And thus the whole Bl 


link may run on, even to my eternal Condemnation, with- Wi 
out the preventing Grace of God, O Lord, O Merciful 
God, Pardon, and Forgive, for ever and ever. Amen, 
My Soul take care, and attend upon all the Ordivan- 
ces of God, leaſt one Omiſſion ſhould run on to thy E- 
ternal Damnation. | | 
N CHAP; 
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Of my Recovery. 


Dur God who choſe me from my Mothers Womb, 
had Mercy upon me; and why on me, when others 
ot my Companions are hardened 2 Happy if this Relati- 
on prove to their Conviction. O Lord let not Convi- 
ktions die. O God, my God, let not Convictions die. 
Amen. ; | 


Praiſes to Reſtraining Grace, | 
What ſhall I now do, that I may no more Prevaricate, 
and turn aſide? I will charge my Soul moſt earneſtiy; 
and bind my ſelf for ever to the Lord, in a moſt ſolern 
Covenant; and caſt my ſelf upon the Grace of God, in 


ous I ; | 

rid. Chriſt for ever. | 

up- And now my Soul, that Gods frequent Calls, and my 
8d Refuſals, and A poſtacies, may not provoke the Spirit to 
5 withdraw, and leave me to the Commiſſions of my old 
onh Sins; and thus I become a greater Sinner, and kardned 


for ever, and be at laſt Condemned at Gods Bar. O my 
Soul I charge thee to conſider, Ta | 
© How ſhall ] be ever able in an unconverted Eſtate, to 
meet my Glorifyed Father and Mother, with any Com- 
fort in the great Day of the Lord? And can be content 


Ip to be Eternally parted from them ? Gud forbid. 

m- | How can I bear the Wrath of God for ever? 

ho What for ever be excluded Heaven, and Happineſr, 
2 51 ſhut up in the flames of Hell to all Eternity? God 
- IOrd1d. (2 | 

* | All my Acquaintance, and Religious Companions, will 


come in as Witneſſes againſt me, if I prove unſincere. 
Oh dreadful! Oh dreadful! And my Maſter, and m 
God too, will Implead me before ail the World. An 


iful how ſhall I anſwer their Charges. I ſhall have all the 

g Sorrows in the World upon mee. 

py But if I faithfully ſerve my God, my Parents, my 
Maſter, my Companions, and all will Witneſs for me : 


My Conſcience, my God will be for me. All will help 
£14 ! F 2 8 me, 
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me, if I am Faithful; and all will be againſt me, if I 
am otherwiſe. 8 
God hath promiſed that he will own me, if I return | 
to him. O my God turn me. Now O Lord I come, ac- 
cept me, O Lord Jeſu, 

Then ſhall I taſte of the ſweetneſs of Religion. I ſhall 
have peace of Conſcience, Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, in- 
creaſe of Grace, and Perſeyerance therein unto the end. 
I ſhall be Bleſſed in all my Studies and Laboun, and in 
all T have. God will hear my Petitions at all times. 

I ſhall be Fat and Flouriſhing in the Honſe of my God. 

I ſhall be Proſperous in all I have, in all I do, 

I ſhall have no Troubles to afflict me, but what will 
turn to my Advantage. I ſhall be deliver'd from an un- 
comfortable Death here, and a miſerable Death for ever, 
Lord help, let theſe things invite and draw me to thy 
ſelf. Amen. 55 FF 8 

J am thine, Lord I am thine. x 

In the preſence of the great God, I declare this Day. 

That Four times every day, I will make my Applica» 
tion to him for all things. | | 

That when ever I am Tempted, I will run to him for 
Succour. | | „ 

That I will not ſuffer my ſelf to be Enthralled by any 
Lufts in the ſervice of the Devil. x 
That all I do ſhall be refer'd to the Glory of God. 

That I will never prophane his Holy Sabbaths. 

That I will be ſerious in Reading, in Praying, in Hear- 
ing in every Duty. 1 8 

I will never dare to tell a wilful Lye, &c. h 

O Great God, enable me by thy Grace, to obſerye all 
theſe things. Be pleaſed to pardon all my Sins: and 
help me by thy Grace, who am reſolved to endeayour to 
perform all that thou enjoyneſt me to do. To which I 
put my Hand and Seal this Day. 3 Fe 
| | | 3 


My Beloved is mine, and 1am his. Let this be the Motto, 

And the better to confirm my Soul, I will Subſcribe 
Mr. Allens's Covenant. And that Covenant of Grace and 
Life, which my dear Maſter hath pen'd down for us, 
which is as followeth, WO THY (foot he 
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The Goſpel C Jvenant. 


I call Heaven and Earth to witneſs this Day. 

That I renounce, with Abhorrence, all Idol-lovers 
whatſoever, and avouch the Great God of Heaven and 
Earth to be my Sovereign Lord and Happineſs: to 
whom, and to whoſe Service, I devote my felt for ever. 
For Sanctification, for Juſtification, for Conſolation, tor 
Preſervation, and for Salvation. «A? I OO 
' Firſt, I take God the Father to be my Sovereign Lord 
and Father, whoſe Intereſt I will eſpouſe as mine own, 
and whoſe Will I will care fully attend, caſting my felf 
_ his rich Grace alone, through Jeſus Chrift my 


2. I take God the Son to be my Saviour, Lord, and 
= Mcdiatour, my Prophet, Prieſt and King, to whoſe Go- 
vernment I entixely yield my ſelf, building all my hopes 
| of Happineſs upon his meritorious Obedience, through 
the ſaving Operations of the bleſſed Spirit. Ss 
3. I take God the Holy Ghoſt to be my Sanctifier, 
Guide and Comforter : to whoſe Conduct I ſubmit my 
ſelt, depending upon his Sacred Influences, according to 
the Word of God, 8 FE 
4. I take the Word of God to be the Rule of my 
Faith, both of my Doctrines and Practice. I believe it 
ar- to bea perfect Rule: and reſolve to conform my ſelf to 
it as it 13 receiv'd in the Church of Gd. 


3. I take the Church of God to be my Habitation, re- 


all ſolving to aſſociate with God's faithful Servants in all 
ind he Inſtitutions of his Grace, and to advance all I can 
rx to the true Evangelical Proteſtant Religion in my Place and 
h I eneration. 10 1 


| 6. I give my ſelf to God the Father Son and Spirit. 
My Soul and Body, my Name and Eſtate, and all that is 
mine, to be at his Diſpoſal and Service: whoſe I am, 
nd whoſe I deſire all that is mine fhould be. | 
Thus I take the Great God to be my God, my Cove- 
dant-God, and the God of mine in Covenant for ever 
. according to the Riches of his Grace in Jeſus 
3 * n 
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| abide with God. But . renewed Bonds, without Sei 


38 ä 
And all this I do, as in the Preſence of God, Angels, 
and Men, without Force, or Fraud, Reſerve, or Revo- 


cation. 3 
Amen and Amen. 80 help me O my God. 
To which, by thy Grace, I put my Hand and Seal. 


142 i 5 8 | Te y gl B, -@ 

My Beloved is mine, and I am his. To 

Lord God help me in renewing this Covenant; put 

my Heart into a Covenant Frame; that I may ſtand to it 

as long as I live, Amen and Amen. nay 4 
e An „ T. B. 


November 29. 1708. Before Men and Angels, I proteſt 

to abide by what I have here wrote, Lord help me, 
that I may not go back, but ſeriouſly anſwer my Ehe 
gagements. I take thee again to be my God. ny 


Lord enable me; to keep my Covenant with all my L 
Heart, all the Days: of my Lite, that I may never turg 
aſide to ſerve the Enemy more, which I reſolve, thro 
Grace. 5 
; | | - : 7. B. 1 
Lord ep me by thy Spirit to perform what thou re- A 
quireſt, and I have again and again covenanted to da 
en. | 11 
There's need of renewing our Covenants, if we will! 


will never hold the deceitful Heart, This, therefore 
being the Seventeenth Year of my Age, Auguſt 20. 170 
and the Turning Day of my Life, I deſire ſolemnly to re- 
new my Covenant. The Lord keep me, O keep me close 
to thy fell. Amen. LS ore | 4 
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© Jeſus: help, O bleſſed Spirit. Help, G God the 1 


Ar. Thomas Beard. 39 
ther, Son and Holy Ghoſt. Seal, O God, Seal, O Lord 
Jeſus, Seal, O bleſled Spirit. O God the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, accept me, I beſeech thee, My Father, 
My Saviour, My. Sanctifier: for thy Names ſake, for 
Jeſus ſake, for the Love of the Spirit, Amen. Amen. 
Amen. * | | 

And becauſe *tis now fit I ſhould chooſe ſome Courſe 
of Life, in which T may ſerve my God, and his Chnrch 
and my Generation, Upon mature Deliberation and 
Thought, with the Counſel of my deareſt Friends, and 
| agreeable as I am told, to the defigns of my now Glori- 
fy'd Parents ; I ſolemnly make choice of the Work of 
the Miniſtry, to be the Work of my Life, believing, I 
have a call from God, And accordingly this day engage 
my ſelf to God, in his peculiar Service. ; 


* 


Ie Miniflerial Covenant. 


I do now in the preſence of the Great God, Angels, 
and Men, devote my elf, thro* the aſſiſtance of his 
Grace, to the Service of the Great God ; reſolving to 

2 WE renounce the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil; and to 
T. B. Love, Honour, and Obey, to Submit to, and Truſt in 

my God for ever, The Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 
u re · And that I may in the cloſſeſt and more particular man- 
> do, ner be ſeparated from the World, and be ſerviceable to 

my Gdd, and to my own and others Souls; I am Ambi- 
will tious of his Grace, thro' which I may chooſe the great: 
race, Work of the Miniſtry, to be the ſtated Buſineſs of my 
etore Life: And reſolve by his Grace, to be diligent and faith- 
ful in his Work, to Labour Day and Night in it, that I 

may be the happy Inſtrument, of convincing Sinners, 
and edifying Saints, and ſaying Souls, and advancing the 
Goſpel of the Lord Jeſus Chrif. And this I do in this 
turning time of my Life; beſeeching God, that I may 
be found Faithful, to his Glory, and to the eternal ad- 
vantage of my own poor Soul, and the Souls of many 
others, Help O my God, that I may abide herein to my 
008 Lites end. And when Time ſhall be no more, let me 
Fa enjoy thee for ever. " | | 10 
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To all which I put my Hand and Seal, in the pre- 

ſence of the Great God, Angels and Men. 1 
| | T, B, 


© that all this I have Wrote and done, may not be 
asa Witneſs againſt me. O my Soul, be yet more con- 
cerned, It is wiſeſt working, whilſt our Day laſteth. 
Now's the time, I am a poor Mortal Creature, in dan- 
ger of Death: - 
O that I was but more fit to ſtand before the Bar of a 
juſt God, Tis time to Work, Death is abroad. A 
dangerous .Fevour about; ard Sickneſs already is broke 
into the Family. Lord help: Let this effectually draw 
me to thy ſclf. Amen, 7 
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EIS is the Tegacy our dear Deceaſed Friend 
| +bath left un, which to me is far better than Sil- 


ver or Gold: Becauiz a good Evidence of his 
early Piety and Sincerity in this World, and his Eter- 
nal Happineſs in the other World. | 

The Sickneſs he ſpeaks of in the Family, I ſuppoſe 
was, ( tho' very ſlightly upon others) the Fiery Cha- 
riot and Horſes, that conveyed him ſafe home to his 
Heavenly Father. What is but an Infirmity to one, may prove 
Death to another, He wiſely took the firſt Allarm. It is 
Heavenly Wiſdom indeed, ſo to number our days, at 
to take the firſt Item of Danger, and engage our 
Hearts in the main Work. Bleſſed is he, the Old, the 
Young, whom his Lord when he cometh, ſhall find ſo doing, 
For who knows but a very ſpark may ſoon be blown 


vp into a Mighty, yea, an Unquenchable Flame. Of- 


ten the firſt approaches of Death, are filent and calm, 
when its aſter- ſeiſures are more Violent and Preſſing; 
and either ſink ns under Incapacities, or doze us with 
— Which was the Caſe of this Holy 
outh. N ev. $6 FW... $2 
His Diſtemper began in its loweſt Degrees, and ads 


vane'd ſome Days fo flowly, that no Danger appeared, 


which yet in about a Weeks ſpace confined him to his 
Chamber: Where the Body was Impriſon d, but the 
Soul ſtill at Liberty, All was bore with that Patience, 
at if it had been but the ſhadow of 2 Diſtemper ; and 
private Duty ſtill carryed on, which nothing but an ut- 


ter Inability could Superſede, 4 f 
About Three Days after his Confinement, 2 ſevere. 


Feyour fit ſeized him, which ſtruck deep upon his 
Ppirits, tho (till the Phiſician apprehended no Danger, 
Kither did he himſelf, It — od often to hide 


from 
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from Friends and Phiſitiars, and our felyes too, the 
changes his Providence is introducing. And all this in 


great Mercy too, to Souls duly prepar'd for his 
aching, | The fears. of Death are worſe. to the Righte- 


ons, than Death it ſelf. It is ſome Mercy to Die, and 
not feel the ſting of. Death. An unſeen blow, tho Mor- 


tal is not frightful. 


Nature was much ſpent by this ſevere and fiery Tryal; 
yet ſtill Grace inclin d to Duty. Prayer was not omitted, 
It is Cood to Live and Die Praying. After this Storm, there 
was ſome hopeful Calm, which .reviv'd our finking 
Hopes, But the next Day he was ſeized with another 
fic, that bore down all our hopes, that with a [trange 


inward fury dryed up his Spirits, and waſted all before 


it: Yet that Evening he would be led to his Bed ſide, 
that upon his bended Knees he might once more addreſs 
Heaven, tho he could neither bow the Knee alone, nor 
ariſe without hel. en 
Thus he finiſhed his ſtated Attendances, and betook 
himſelf to his laſt Bed. But tho a Fire within, waſted 
like a Houſe in Flames, yet as meek-as a Lamb, he made 
no outcry of Danger. AIG VV (BEET * 1 
be next Merning, Death came on very ag. 
about him, tho? ſtill imperceptable to himſelf. He hat 
the free Exerciſe of Reaſon, tho under great Dulneſs, tlie 


d 


ſtrength of Nature being much Exhauſted. 

I found him well ſatisfied as to the State of his Soul, 
not indeed lifted up with peremptory Confidenct, hu 
modeſtly Hoping, kepenting, Praying, Believing: 4 
very good Frame ſure, either to Live or Die in, I told him, 
FE was afraid we ould loſe him. He anſwer'd, he hop'd 
not yet. So willing was he to do his Maſter ſome Ser- 
vices. I told him, he did not defire my Remembrances, 
O I do ſaith he, tho' I dont ſpeak much, be pleas d to 
pray for me. R EK ing 
I ſpake to him of his Relations, he ſaid he ſhould be 
glad to ſee them, but was eaſy without, He that hath 
ſecur d the beſt Friends in Heaven, may be ſatisfied in the ab- 
ſence of the beſt Relations on Earth, His dear Grand- father 
was upon the Road to ſee him, but found a Dead Child; 
who 1 doubt not hath ſince found him in a better — 
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having returm d, and finiſtrd his Courſe, which. he be 


filled up with as much private Devotion, as any one Cans 
didate for Heaven. Alaſs! Two Fraying Friends quick- 


ly loſt! And Praying Friends, are ſome of the beſt Friends. 


J inquired of him as to his Eſtate, what he was lea - 


ſed to do, and found him deſirous all ſhould run on, 


without any Alteration, into his dear Brothers Poſſeſn- 
on, whoſe Welfare here, and for ever, he had very 
much at Heart. N 3 eg EEE 
Some of his Companions. in the Evening, lang 
th 1. | 


4 
* 


oy 


once more to retire, and unite their Prayers for h 
One of them ask'd him, what he deſir d particularly they 
ſhould requeſt for him, he anſwer'd, That be might be 
more Uſeful, and ſo he is now. For how Low, and Dull 
and Mean are our Services at the Footſtool of Grace, in 
Compariſon of theirs that are before the Throne of 
Glory. Ours are Deadneſs, theirs are Life: Ours are 
Shadows, theirs are Subſtance : Ours are Wiſhes, theirs 
are Performances: Ours are Earth, theirs are Hea- 
ven. 3 : 
Still the precious Soul apprehended not its Removal. 


Ts unſpeakable Happincls. £9, be. beforehand. Wich 
ath. There's no Danger in dying, though we ſee not 
the Blow given, when Soul and All is before fecured in 
the Hands of a Redeemer. | | 
In the cloſing Devotions of the Day, when the whole 
Family was convend together, as we were commending - 
him to the Grace of God, and intreating that the trinm- 
hant Convoy mi 20 be ready to mount upon their 
ings the gracious departing Soul; but with interrupt- 
ed Expreſſions, every Eye weeping, and every Heart 
bleeding, being all concern'd to part with one univer- 
ſally belov'd ; whilſt we were thus reſigning him into 
the Arms of Divine Love ; the Over-haſty Soul took its 
Flight from us, juſt as his Holy Father's did, to uſe the 
Expreſſions of a very worthy Perſon to me, He went off 
mth a Gale of Prayer,” We loſt as much in him, as could be 
Hoſt in one Man. I may ſay the very ſame concerning the 
Holy Seed. He went up in the Cloud of Incenſe, In the loſs 
of whom, we loſt all that could be loſt in one Hol) Branch, 
Sr 1 | 
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Whilſt he was thinking of better Service Here, he 


Thus was he furpriz d into Glory, and Dyed as it were 


without Dying. Death prirately coliquering itfeſf. 
Whilſt he thought himſeff on Earth, among his old 
Friends, he found himſelf in Heaven, among his glory- 
fy'd Relations, and with his moſt glerious > 
ound. 


melt engag d in perfect Adorations Above, and for Eyer, 
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